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I M HERE /NRPASADENT £
> WITH THE NASA MISSION
CONTROL TEAM A5 THEY
C‘czﬁgéilﬂ?-'}“‘f SC/ENTFEIC
L. MHISTORY...

WA

e THE FI2ST CLOSE-
LiP PHOTOGRAPHIC
TRANSAISSIOAMS OF
MARS FROM THE
VIKING OFSERVER
SPACECRAFT-..

EVEN MORE CONTRO-

» VERSIAL IS OME /MAGE
d OF A LAND
N_a FORMATION -~

SOME SPECULATE,
COLLD HAVE POSS/ELY
\ SUSTAINED LIFE ON Lot
\/ THE PLANET:

i

‘( . WATER THAT,

/7S NOTHING /‘AOr?E —if <
L 7man A 7Rick OF ¢ /C—;/—/f'- 5 }-AEOTFE;?EY
-‘— AND SHADOWS... A g ONL
\ GEOLOC/C ’ _
bE : ] 1L SCULF TOQS/
ANOMALY. L7 AT WORK

LT. COL. MARCUS
AURELIUS BELT p

.. pHOTOS 7
THAT HAVE

CREATED sOME-
THING OF A STIR
BY REVEALING THE
PRESENCE OF LARGE
AMOLINTS OF WATER
LOCKED /N MARS'S

POLAR 10E CAPS...

--4 FORMUNATION THAT
LOOKS LIKE A SCLLPTED

\_ | AUMAN FACE.

B
\{

y HOWEVER,
MNASA OFFrcrALsS
ARE DENYING

/7S AN INDICA -

T'ON OF AN 4L IEAS
CHILIZAT/ON.

AN MONTHS
».'.4 YEAR: |

Y o L
THE sOLAR
WINDS 7HAT
BLOW AcROSS
THE SIIRFACE
OF MARS AT 300"
/3'7;:.’.-5) AL ‘?‘Oﬁf?--
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HOLY
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MY NAME 'S MICHELLE GEAMNEROCO. =
1 SENT YOU THE AOTE ASKING YOU
TO MEET ME HERE.

1
~ @ o) 1M SORRY N\
TO HAVE TO

- it o MISSION CONTROL

jo : COMMUNICATIO,
WAS HENGTONY _ B 2 COMMANDER
ol WEEK'S"IFTER_ - ‘A AANT, _,

FOR THE
SPACESHUTTLE

= PROGRAM.

I HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE TWO WEEKS AGO, A SHUTTLE MISSION WAS
THERE MAY BE A SABOTEUR SCRUBBED THREE SECONDS BEFORE LIFTOFF
AT WORIC INSIOE MAZA. ; WHEN AN AUXILIARY POWER UNIT VALVE
MALFUNCTIONED.

-

.
B i L e
DO YOU HAVE ORTED, TH
CHANCE THE ORBITER
sveEcEs 1 WOULD'VE £ XPLODED
i OM THE LAUNCH PAD.
\\_‘_

I DON'T

Im's A MATERTAL . ¢ ACCORDINGTO &

ANALYS (S THAT SHOWS i THE PERSON WHO ¥ THAT VALVE |5 MADE OF

DEEP- GROONED SCORNG GAVE ME YOUR FERROCARSON TITANILM.

MARKS INSIDE THE AR/ NAMES, YOU HAVE | TO S'CORE THIS MATERIAL

VALVE -- MARIKKS THAT e EXPERTISE IN /| WOULD TAKE EXTREME

FOLED HENE cAt/Se) s UNEXPLAINED A TEMPERATURES--LAUNCH 4
JHE MALFLINCTION. PHENOMENA. AR PAD TEMPERATURES. $

IT SEEMS /IMPOSS/BLE FOR
ANYONE TO DO THIS KIND OF
DAMAGE (WNDETECTED.

EVIDENCE OF
7AMPERING ™




NO. BUT I cAN TELL yoU 1 BELIEVE |N THE SPALE v MY F.’ANC-'E 15
THE OFF/ICIAL ANALYSIS PROGRAM AND IN THE e T 2
OF THE MALFUNCTION PEOPLE WHO RUN (T BUT COMMANDE:? '- \
WAS SIMPLE 4 THERE'S ANOTHER LAUNCH ON THAT
MECHANICAL WINDOW TOMORROIN, MISSION
" Ea/l yRE, AND-- MY REASONS M&Y / PR
SOUND SELE/SH ==

DOES
ANYBODY
SHARE YOUR
UspPICIONS >

IF THEY DO,
THEY'RE NOT
TALK ING TO
THE FBZ,

WELL...IF YOu WERE A TE.»‘?EOE’;*)’T

THERE PROBABLY ISN'T A MORE POTENT

SYMBOL OF AMERICAN PROGRESS AND
PROSPERITY. /‘\

IF YOU \WERE AN OPPONENT OF axc;\
SCIENCE, NASA REPRESENTS AVAST \
MONEY TREMNCH THAT EXISTS OUTSIDE

THE CRUCIBLE AND DEBATH OF THE _/

ot FDﬂfH"fRHTm PROCES
! //7 AND, OF COURSE, THERE ARE

THOSE FUTUREISTS \WHO BE-
LIENE THE SPACE SHUTTLE
15 A RUSTY OLD BUCKET
THAT SHOULD BE MO7TH-

BALLED. I\ S | . v /r:\nr;'c:\\.}

~~ NOT TO MENTION o — WS | = | I WHAT" )
CERTAIN :QWCJEELEMEN?'f = ——p— { W
WHO ACLUSE OUR GOVERNMENT . 7 tAY U aW s |

ITSELF OF SPACE SABOTAGE

--THE FAILURE OF THE

HUBBLE TELESCOPE AND THE

MARS OBSERVER DIRECTLY

C,O\J\F-""&:CJ TO ACONSP:’FE‘ICY I




THE MAN WE'RE GOING
TO SEE --COLONEL MA‘&‘(J;’
AUREL IUS BELT--ALMOST

| DIED ON THAT MI4SSION. THEY

HAD TO MAKE AN EMERGENCY
LANDING IN THE MIDDLE OF
THE PACIFIC OCEAN.

you
REMEMBER
ALL THAT
STUFF?

FOX MULDER

I'M A BIG FAN, YO
WERE A HE.E'O TCJ ot

ME W HE_N

YOU NEUER
WANTED TO BE
AN AsT7TRONALT
WHEN YOU
WERE A KID,
scuuN?

P ALL

L STAYED
\TCH YO F?

NIGHT TO W

SPACE WALK WHEN
). T WAS FOURTEEN.

NOW 1T
LIKE ASTROLL
AROUND THE BLOCK..
$O--HOW CAN T
HELP YOU7?

TAH/S FOUND ITS
WAY TO THE FEZ.
DO YOU RECOG-

NIZE IT?

..TO BELIENE
THE AMAGE TO
IT WAS PART OF
AN ATTEMPT TO
\ SABOTAGE THE
b SPACE SHIITTLE T

TCJL.J J—M\;E .a-\rw F?n_—.“;P ECT FOR
PROGRAM OR THE PEOPLE WHO
DEVOTED THEIR L.NES TOIT..
- g .
NOU'LL BE
CAEEF(JL TO

LOOKING AT
THIS EVIDENCE, 5
WOULD YOU CONS
POSTPONING TH
SHUTTLE FLIGHT H.\'Tu_
AFLLL INVESTICA
COULD BE C”NIZT.-N- €




1 CON'T KNOW WHERE YOU GO7 THIS SPECIOUS

ARTIFACT-- BUT WITH THE SECLIRITY MEASLIRES

WE TAKE, IT WOULD BE /MPOSS/IELE FOR ONE MAN--

EVEN TWO OR FOUR MEN--TO DO WHAT YOU'RE
SUGGEESTING.,

E'E BEEN WAIT-
ING TWO WEEKS
FOR A WINDOW TO
INITIATE THIS

MISSION.

THERE
ISN'T A PELSOMN
AT THIS FACILITY
WHO OOESN'T WANT
TO SEE THAT SHUTTLE
GO INTO sP4CE,
COMPLETE ITS MISSION;
AND COME BACK LIKE
WIiNGED wc:rc:uzy /

DO YOU THINK, ¥ o WATCHING THE
THERE'D BE A LIFTOFF EROM
PROBLEM ‘ MISSION CONTROL?

wBEING
THAT YOU'D
PROBABLY
GO oOVES
MY HEAD!
ANNWAY...

..PLEASE. Vi
BE MY

/ YOUSAY 57 BUT ASA N\ / EVERY SHUTTLE HAS
{ YOU DION'T MATTER OF ’/ FLOWN WITH THAT sAME
ORpER THIK COURSE,YOU \ AP4 VAWE. TO DO AN
. ANALISIS? WOULDNT DO | ANALYSIS AND REDESIGN
oy A MATERIAL | WOULD OELAY THE
ANALYS /S | PROGRAM FOR MONTHS
WHEN APART /| --NOT TO MENTION
MALFUNC- \ THE cOs7Z
-\ TIONED? '

SIMULATOR- ROOM. "
HOUSTON«SPACE CENTER

AND IN ABOUT
TEM HOURS, OO0
WILLING, YOU'RE
GOING TO SEE
JusT 7447

DIDN'T YOU WANT

TO GET HIS A4 7O~}

S

ek S,
/




WE MAKE A

“ANO WHO miiarion. C
EaL @ W
2 TR = (= |
MWAT ON P aidss 2
SAETY= N - / \\ ) &

-
‘\_\ b N7
j‘zﬁz"'c N
B o 3 =
XL . g
% 3
-~ THE S
DECISION
IS COLONEL ;ff
BELT'S. [ .
- N
o 4 .\'x\x
) TS
DO YOU THINK I CAN'T BELIEVE HE'D
COLONEL BELT ENDANGER THE LINES | |
KNOWS MORE THAN OF THOSE ASTRONAUTS. n |
HE'S SAQYMNGZ THAT | HE WAS AN ASTRO- : : === _
HE'D LIE ABOUT HIS NAUT HIMSELFR H\L W | e % ——
KNOWLEDGE OF A 2 L A\ W1 > e 1 3
SABOTELR > N \\ ;o l' N S——
\ \, b\ - | i I S
AN \ ( B \ e e ——
N | N } 4 AN |
NN }‘\ e l
J
W\ N : : -‘\ \ J
; "N <O YOU P {
. THINK THIS ; 7 ER
.y g X-RAY 15 e :
~ih BOGUS > A

g’ {,__,DD; i f

1 HOPE R
e 1A P -
- (e |

L1,
_——
Nt

K R
Bt

. i \
,'A;—'—\JAL \ k-
THIS IS SIUTTLE oTE TO LR,
LALNEH CONTROL <o ~ L '
| wirs 7 apas one R, ——= HC?W 9«9 ) YOu =t

g MINUTE ., 4O EE’SgNDS
AND COLNTAG. w3
\J 4 . 3

LouD AN D@ W . ol - ' l 4

h‘zf&\
CLEAR.

Ny [ HO&:‘{ 7ON, “
; \ N\ HOW DO you




ITIATE
YOUR ©Z
FLOW.

GO FOR MAIN

ENGINE START. g3 ¢ ‘“»'1 e W)

7T AMINUS TEN AND B AT A/
COUNTING ... S-.. S 'CNITION.

BT er G oen S ons F £ A
P S —

BETCHA YALL
NEVER sEEN A <
MORE BEQUTIFLIL :
SICoHT-

we ~Ave
LIF TOFF OF
THE SHUTTLE

o ORBITER!
4




LFILLS \RIGH

~ ;ﬁ\\-.:\\x\.\w e - ~
J 'YOU CAN FOLLOW ME
IN YOUR CAR."

1 DON'T KNOW.
THINGS &GO WRONG
_AL-, THE TIME.
YEA ; BUT TH E‘z‘f
USUALLY A 'EM,
.:\PI(.:H"'_;Y

“HE'S

TLRA -

il TN
N YEAH, IT RANKS ™
: TurP THEERE
JWITH GETTING A
PONY AND LEARN-

INGG HOW TO
BRAID MY OWA
AR,

— 7 TE ,i’;é;'%\ WED CHANGED WATCH
) il AND L \WENT HOME
( /ﬁiﬂ(‘{ ?5;: R WRONE TO GET <OME
’ - WHTH THE <SLEEP. 1T GOT A
SHUTTLE! PHONE CcALL 1"
TWENTY MINUTES
—————d AGO THAT coM-
MUNICQTION WITH
THE SHUTTLE HAD
GONE COWN.

" COME ON.
WE'VE GOT TO
GET BACK. TO
HOLISTON -,

=1

THEY HAUE A PRESS

BLACKOUT N EFFELT,

A\ CHANCES ARE THE MEDIA
'CJN"T KNOW ABOUT IT.
e







SOMETHING
A AT youzr

1 DON'T KNOW. SOMETHING
cAME AT ME...IN THE FOG.THE
AMNEXT THING T KNEW, T WAS
" UPSIDE-DOWN

NO. IT HAD A
FACE. IT WAS ...
OROTESQUE.

E X ’ 9] THEY CAN'T GET THE 4/
‘ ‘ B ORBITER ON AN ATTITUDOE W
- ROTATION, TEMPERATURE IN §
- THE CABIN 15 PUSHING /O3,
AND WENE GOT DOWAL INK
WHATIS o [ B TQ’/‘FNS/VJSS/?N'
A i S - PROBLEMS.

WHAT
HAPPENED

ACCIDENT.
WHAT'S THEIR

PLPOSITIONT F




s 'l'”".m
7?\4 PATCHING THE ':4\ — THE
IN THROUGH THE 2 MANELIVERING
SEYCHELLES p SNSTEM HAS
TRACKINC= -' ? o L, MALELNC -
S7TATION. i ) Y Y . 7/ONEO. ,m‘“'.
— | '_ B ’ ¥ 1‘“ > i
11 ' | WITHOUT IT,
| THEN CAN'T
ROTATE THE
SHUTTLE
| ANAY FROM
| THE SN TO
KEEP THE
OoR8ITER
cooL.

WE'VE GOT A DROFP

WHAT ABOUT TELEMETRENZ
N CAE'W PRE<SSLRE | THEN'RE GOING TO BURN ‘
.21 KILOPASCALS AND 7] =4

CAN WE AUTOACTJVATE THEIR
\. ERE'S COJ_OA/Eé N “"STE“"t FROM HEREZ
DECLINING ¥

h .

—~Toih
NO. IT'S LIKE ‘DQN’E\J\JE S \ S ;

W?'&QFER!N(: WITH QUR
TELEMETRY--SCREWING
.,\lTh OUR UPLINK COM-
MUNICATIONS FROM

I u-"’\"“ \'OL.
TRACL,

BE A 0/GITAL
PROCESSOR.

Y THEN'D
HAVE TOBE

IN THE

DATA-







WHAT'S THE A7 7/7L/DE YA
—

OF THE ORBITER 2

FAILING T4/L -
FIRST: SIR
--\WITH THEIR
BELLY TOWARD
THE SGAL

EVAPORATOR SYSTEM N
ISN'T ENOUGH

TO COOL THEM DOWN.

CABIN TEMPERATLRE

CLIMBING TO il6.

SOMEBODY'3
JAMMING QUR.
TRANS MISSIONS / =

ABANDON
TELEMETRY!
i ©O TO FLY-BY-
A WIRE MODE,

O7¢, THIS 13

HOU/S TON. HOW'S
THE WEATHER
UP THERE?

> LINAY AND
WAarRM.,
HOLISTON,
WEA4TS THE §
FORECAHST? |

o e i
/

SOMETHING IS N TER-
FERING WITH OUR UP-
LINK TELEMETRY. THE
SHUTTLE 1S NOT Re-
RIDE SIGNALS,

l‘ '
1
u

, L’ TO LET THEM
ALY 8Y WIRE.
I'M CUTTING OFF
TELEMETREY.

v .
T WE MIGHT
LOSE CONTACT %
FOR GOOD! WE'VE W
GOT TO TRY AND  §
BRING THEM
COWN.

I\

WENE GOT TO N\
TAKE THE CHANCE §
THAT THEY'LL BE
j| ABLE TO PERFORM
THE ROTATION
DELINER THEIR
PAYLOAD,

\

WHAT IF “-\
THEY CAN'TZ
WE cOULD
_ BE STRANOING
/i THEM UP THERE--!
i
14
HEY'RE CUTTING OFF
GROUND CONTROL OF
THE ORBITER, THE ASTRO-
NAUTS WILL BE FLNING
THE SHUTTLE ALL BY
THEMSELVES.

< 1T
GOING TO

0\
\ g
+ [ h

7

L ) .
OTC, WE'RE GOING
TO FLY-BY- WIRE MODE,

WE'RE (GOING TO
ABORT GGROUND
CONTROL MOMEN-
, TARILY TO SEE IF
YOU CAN BRING
THOSE SYSTEMS




THEY'VE |
SHUT OFF~
CONTACT
WITH THE
SHUTTLE

FORTY-
; FIVE
A SECON




SIGNALS

\\FAJL ED(

—

HOWDY-00, 1§
HOUSTON. LOOK'S = /_{{ |
L IKE WE FINALLY -
GOT THIS BROC TO (f:

FLY RIGH T > in

MsSC

I ?’f ’?—OO&”?.F
NS f“z E‘Wf’ ¢

~ - O7C, THIS & MARCK \ LET'S GET TO

TEMPERATURE'S } FELT IN HOUSTON, WORK ON THAT

STABILIZING.. \ HOW'S THE TEAM / A TELENETRY
HOLDING UP? _~ | PROBLEMN. ¥

i / /

/

YA'LL
GET SOME
REST, WE'LL
GET BACK
TO WORK
ABOUT )
o700,




. N -
e g

‘ =
I KMOW YOou ALLN] 7
HAME A LOT OF /

QUESTIONS, AND
I'CC GET TO

WHY WOouLD
LH(—_ TAKE THAT
RISKZ

§ B S

- AND RESTING

UP FOR THEIR FIRST

FULL DAY IN SPACE
TOMORROW.

W

/Z ':

HOW DID HE KNOW WHAT HE S¥HE O/DAN'T.
\DID WAS GOING TO WORKT " | THEN cOULD )

\ HAVE orep !
o\ \ up THeRE—- 4
iy A
\ ot ||
X - N

-

I'M HAPPY TO SAY THAT,
AFTER A BEAUTIFUL
NIGHT LAUNCH, THE sHUTTLE
ORBITER HAS PEREORMED
MACINIEICENTLY.

’ )
‘] i SO MUCH ©
|

..’\\ HERO’ //

THEY'D RAVE BEEN
A GHOST SHIP,
STUCK IN OERBIT

ol

BRING THOSE MEN BACK DOWN
WITHOUT DELIVERING THE ~PAaY-
LOAD 7 YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT
MILLIONS OF WASTED DOLLARS.
THAT'S ALL CONGRESS WOULD
NEED TO sHUT DOWA/ NASA .
-

F. r - —_— "‘

..AS OF 0800 HOURS,
THE CREW HAS BEEN
CONDUCTING ON-BOARD

TESTS AND TASKS...

FOR YOUR |
v BOYHOOD !




BEF M T

ELT-- MAY

R Rl
70U FOR A WHY T LIED

TO THEM.

DO YOU KNOW
WHAT IT MEANS
TO BE AN
ASTRONAUT,
<SIR?

YOU'VE GOT
NO ARGUMENT
FROM ME, SIR.
YOU'RE TRUE
AMERICAN
HEROES ...

You RISK YOUR
LIFE BUERY TIME
YOU GET IN YOUR
SPACECRAFT--
FOR NOTHING
MORE THAN THE
GOOD PROGRESS
OF MANKIND.

YOLJ MAKE THE
FRONT PAGE

TODAY ONLUY IF

YOU sCrREW LR

,r <
THEY ONLY G
KNOW YOUR NAME {8
IF YOU/'RE THE (S
UNLUCKY sOg e
SITTING ON
FIVE HUNDRED {
TONS OF o2
DNNAMITE.

NOW THEY BURY
yOUu IN THE BACK
OF THE PAPER.

HEROES? WE
USED TO MAKE
HEADLINES WHEN
WE DID OUR JOB

RIGHT

SIR... T HAVE
TO ASK.
SORRY, 1T'S :
A~ MY JOB. E

DO YOU THINK,
SOMEQNE 1S
5‘,4%43546.&\1& THE

MY
iF ANSWER
A\ TO YOU,

--\WiLL BE
TO BRING
THOSE
MEN BACK
sAFELY TO
EARTH!




S
N§CONDOM1N IUM
TSTIME LATER

HOW'S 17
COING our
?;H'EAE"E = .

THERE'S
SOMETHING
OUT HERE!

WOLILD You
REPEAT THAT,
cCOMMAN g ER







LI HOUSTO
WE JUsT HEARD %
SOMETHING 4
WEIRD ur
MHERE..,

.n:) & :
‘.;’_/-J‘ ‘:\ il
2 / o

ok

01100 . p
PASSING OUERMCANADA

oT1C, THIS IS
HOUSTON, CAN
YOU DESCRIBE
IT=

T WAS...SORT
OF 4 DLl

THUAMP -- L IKE
SOMETHNG

BLUMPED THE

g SHIP. YOU GO7T

ANY 1DEAQS

ABOUT THAT ~ 4

THERE /T
/5 AGAQIN!

} -4
/';E‘YTE GOT
AN OXYGEN il
% LEAK ON BOARD HUS
THE ORBITER. /A

————
%, N, A . ™
A AT N
WE GOT PROBLEMS.
THERE'S AN Oz LEAQK | WHAT DID §
IN THE MAIN TANK. THEY SAY
HAPPENED

f THEY
DON'T KNOW
THEY JUST
HEARD A

THUMP

AN ASTRONMOMER
IN WINMIPEG JUST
SPOTTED A GASEOUS
CLOUID ABOUT A
MILE LONG TRAILING
IN CUR ORBIT.

THAT'S
THE LIQUID ©
LEAKING INTO
SPACE. THE
EXACT SAME
THING HAPPENED
TO COLONEL
GELT ON AN
APOLLO
MISSION,




HOW

AT T

ONEEY ] WiTHOUT

7 JACCURATE
ATELEMETRY

DATA. WE'RE

DOING THE
CALCULATIONS,

BUT IT'LL BE

GlLIESS*-
TIMATE.

15 COLONEL
BELTZ

WE CAN'T

FINO HIM,
HE WAS DUE
HERE NINETY
AMINMUTES AGO..,

WHY DOES
SHE NEEC |SHE DOESN'T
FeLT?

IT'S AN OXYGEN
LEAK!EVEN T
CAN FIGURE OUT
WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN YOU RUN
OUT OF OXYGEN.

HOLUSTONZ y
WE'RE P HER, z
KINODA WONDERING\ [
--WHEN DO WE AN
HAVE TO START _
HOLOING QURR =
BREATH =

T NEED THOSE WORS7-CcAS,
CALCULATIONS, oYY s eeNAR/O!

AND I NEED A AND THEN T \!!
WORST-CA5E _ WANT SOMEONE L&

SCENARIO. e pont, 1O FIND

COLONEL
</ KNOW IF ONE 7
==5/ orgory oF \ BELT
y THE O =
TANKS 15
DAMAGED,

COLONEL BELT'S
BEEN UP THERE IN
. THE SAME SITLA-
i 7/0M, HE'LL KNOW
BETTER THAN ANY-
BODY ELSE \WHAT
TO DO. A& 'S GOT
TO MAKE THE
DECISIONS,




"M Gonna W
] a0 GET
[\ sEcuriT. 4

CONOENS,

£ IS, o

IS THERE IN YOUR ) '.*«mgow,
CABIN? ARE

NO WAY TO
DETERMINE - >/

-




OKAY, OTC--YOU'RE GOING TO BE | ANGITHEN.

Fﬁé, T WANT YOU TO GET ;{NTO T WANT YOUuU TO STAY 'IN YOUR ~ T WANT YOUI--TO

YOUR SPACESL/ITS ANO DE- SUITS--AND THEN I WANT You AT

RO 70 ENT THAT coe. ) ' EMERGENCY SNGEN BAYLOAD.

I WANT YOU TO VENT THAT CQa. EMERGENCY QXYGEN .S |
SYSTEMS.

Z

v
A\l

THOSE ARE
MEN UP
THERE!

1'VE BEEN &P THERE
YOU'RE OU7T ; IN THAT SITUATION, Miss B
OF L/NE, YOU 4 IN THAT STTUATION, Miss TS
WANT TO AT R/5sK HERE THAN :
TELL ME 3 ! RY3K HERE THA)
HOW TO 9 |

AND IF YOU CAN'T
ACCELT. THAT, OR
OPERATE EFFECTIVELY
IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES,
THEN YOU'D BETTER
LEAVE THE DEC/SIONS
TO PEOPLE IN THIS

ROGER, & A
HOUSTON, .
WE'RE WAITING <)

\ ON THOSE Oz 9 \

CALCU ATIONS.,,

{
\

</CHE£(E_/ l:




LOOK, MULDER, 1 THINK
SOMEBODY MUST HAVNE
SABOTAGED THE SHUTTLE
--BECAUSE TOO MANY

' = HE SAVEC THEIR
bgfﬁc‘fpﬁg YOU DON'T KMOW THAT. ‘ X "G EARER
o/E! : ; s

o/ HE™? O_Q__' e

W MBS HAVE GONE
IT'S ABSOLUTELY DID HE PUT THEIR ™3 THI WJ%O‘:}G. Y
LINCONSCIONABLE-- L Egs ‘le 5 '\522% Ey-s:—‘ <
TP4Y- SARY :
—— pﬂngﬁg%gg&zﬁ,qy IF HE CEN'T DEL IVER 1 THINK COLONEL BELT
== THOSE MEN'S THAT PAYLOAD; KNOWS ABOUT 1T, AND

HE'S KNOWN ABOUT IT ~ /
FROM THE BEG/NNIN f/

CONGRESS 1S GOING
TO &/LL THE <SPACE 4
PROGRAM. -

You THINK KILLING

THOSE ASTRONAUTS
ISN'T GGOING TO HAVE.
THE SAME EFFECT Z,

I THINK
SHE'S R/IGHT, MULDER.
WE SAW HIM IN THERE,

HE'S LOS/ANG IT.

\ " WE'VE GOT TO

N[ s7TOP HIM! WE'NE GOT
TO PULL THEM OW7
oF ORrREIT--/

HE DOESN'T
| WANT THOSE MEN

HOW DO

AND HE MAY

You KNOWZ | BE THE OAMLY

HE'S THE ONE = MAN WHO KNOWS
WHO SENT HOW TO BRING
THEM /@2 THEM B4CK

2
:/ ), THERE-- ALIVE.

A

HOW cAN
YOu BECERLTAIN
THAT HE'S NOT
ODO|NG THE RIGHT
THING --THAT WHAT
HE'S DOING WON'T;
SAVE THEIR

ACCESS TO YOUR
RECORDS. \NEVE
QOT TO HURRY.



1 NEED EVERYTHING ON
THE HUBBLE TELESCOPE -~
THE MARS OBSERVER -~
(I THE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER
\ --AND THE CURRENT
ORBITER MISSION.
YOURE
TALKING ABOUT
TENS OF
THOUSANDS

EXACTW ARE WE \

LOOKING FOR'?

DIAGRAMS -=)-RAY
SCHEMATICA~= ANY
PROOF THAT BELT
KNEW ABOUT A
SABO7TAGE.

bt T MY A1 UL OSALY 1O




WERE
AWAITING - SYSTEMS
. -~ CHECK FOR
RE-ENTRY
OREIT
EBURN.

THERE 'S

W SOME KIND S

PAYLOAD
CELIVERY IS
COMPLETE,

Al A OLSTOM. .,

*

--THERE'S B i
o SOMEONE )
RO/ TSIOE THE RBEE~CAN YOU
SR <=P=AT
B 7+AT orc?




MUOER! 1B THIS 15 THE -~ORDERED
FOUND IT! ] SAME DIAGRAM = BY cOLONEL
THAT WA> _ BELT!
SENT TO =7
MICHELLE =~ 7 HE KNEW e

e

ARE YOU SAING
HE COULD HAVE SOMETHING
KMNOWN ABOUT WEIRD 15
THIS 15 EROM P THE CHAQLLENGER GOING ON HERE,
THE CHAL- ; DEFECT = scuLLy...
LENGER.
IT'S THE
O-RING /4
FITTING (14
THAT i 4
FAILED.
CATED
JANUARY *©
21, 1986..,
ONE WEEK
BEFORE THE

BLEW URrR

oL OMNEL
EELT'S
coOL LAPSED/

ANALYSIS
WAS ORDERED
BY cOLONEL

BELT




| Lu"':“ =
m:mm |I




e

L]
HELP. . _—
ME... q =
K ,‘:\ U ( =

3 L

|

& ¢ )

T

HE'S
HOW CAN HAVING
- . WE AELP YOU,) =OME

-

/
/ h‘\"'\ ») t : : COLONEL?/ KIND OF A J
N k' \ | ey
/ p /7/ 74 : , ‘\1
) A . f
/ o’p// /= Rt ‘
N - e @, \
— A (e
THEY RE

TEAR /NG
ME
APART-- !

i I_f
BRINGING
THAT B —

SHUTTLE .

7S o7
THERE!




HE GOING COLONEL BELT--T
TO HURT j coisroc
| FOCUS-- FOCUS
YOUR BREATHING.

HIMSELF, \ W4
Yy FOCUS YOUR PAIN
~-RIGHT HERE.

- T} e
: " 'L/‘ BLOOD
TOTELL UsS R - PRESSURE'S
SOMETHING ¢ L 700 ax
COLONEL ) & Sl
BT s . ﬁ@rsme;...

47

SPACE
SLALRT. ..

MULDER,
YOU'RE
RISKING AN
ANEUR ! S -=1

\ / vOGRe
-] { : I.

A




——

.~ NOW YOU'RE GOING TO
B sAVE THOSE ASTRONAUTS--
Bl ANo YOU'RE GOING TO,
B\ TELL ME HOW TO &0 IT! |

THE SHUTTIE N |
—=IT CAN'T SURVNE ‘? ~
| RE-ENTRY... 4

KNOW IT WON'T e
A SURVNE?

THE FUYSELAGE

-~THE FUSELAGE (S

DAMAGED -- THE - - b , - <. AR < -

SILICONE TILES-- RV T (X Ly DID YO/ N\

ARE DESTRONED-- A " Al &\ e SR Y SABOTAGE THE )
ke ' . SHLTTLE? /

—

\\/ 1'M... | SR—————
- RESPONSIBLE.., . \“/ NC. BUT...T ™\
Y COULDN'T STOP 1\
LEEN THEM. NOBODY |
3 CAN <STOP /

. THEM...

- e

HEART s 1T CAME - . & res {2
RATE |15 @30 ; - O ME! T LIVES ]
LW, " :

YOU'RE
GOING TO g
MKILL HIM, |

L\ MULDER! /

g

<STOP WHO,
COLONELZ

o

THEY \ Y7
DON'T WANT df’;
us 7O KNOW. i
THEY DON'T
WANT US TO







TH-THEY'VE " Zome il THEY'RE

JUST RUN . : = THEvRe
= ' SUFFOCATE

urP THERE.

f/?e\

/' GOT EXACTLY
THIRTY
MINUTES LEFT
OM THEIR

EMEQL’JENCT




AGANS

WENE
GOT TO GET
HIM TO A

HOSPITAL.
HOLD ON!

N WENE GOT V7445,
\WE'VE GOT A PULSE.

OTC, WE'RE BRINGING \_Z ALL SYSTEMS

NOU OOWAMN, \WE \WANT &0 FOR RE-
YOU TO INSTIGATE
OE -ORBIT BLRN
AND BEGIN
DECELERATION.

MISSION
CONTROL--
. DO YOu
\coPY7?

THEY'RE p . 1 v.
BRINGING THE A ANYNTHING WE
SHUTTLE DOWN., . A § CAN DO TO
NOU SAID THE B o SAVE IT?
SHUTTLE WOLILD ' »

BLURN (/P ON > |~
RE-ENTRY,




W CHANGE.. . THE T, CHANGE THE CHANGE THE RE-

\ TRATECTORY. TRAJECTORY. ) ENTRY TRAJECTORY W

_ W TO THIRTY- FIVE
DEGREES...

P — - WENE GOT
T MINUS 35 T TO CHANGE THE
_ SECQONDS TO e RE-ENTRY _ )
IONOSPHERE RE-ENTRY BT e - TRATECTORYZ
.  ANO TEMPORARY = <
COMMUNICATION

T MINUS 25 SECONDS
TO IONOSPHERE RE-
ENTRY.

YOUNE SOV RA S L GAN'T.
GOT TO cHANGE ¥ We'D HAE TO CHANGE
MpALIA Qe
“IWE CEGREE R WE'D HAJE TO INFORM

SAID IT'S YOUR "2 THEém ’ﬁ%%?r‘?-THE (5]
ONLY SHOT. _deddccs - :
==h. = - =
o - Ln-:-l . - ¥ J

IS SECONDS TO,
BLACKOUT.




I WANT TO KNOW WHAT ARE WE
THE WEATHER CONDITIONS GO FOR AN
ARE IN ALBYGLIERPUE. g EMERGENCY
. / LANDINGZ

LANDING ' ; T MINUS
CONDITIONS e y FIVE SECONDS
R ' 1O BLACKOUT.. 4

IONOSPHERE RE d WHAT'S THE
ENTRY. TEMPORARY ! POINT OF
BLACKOUT IN EFFECT, THEIR NEW
TWO MINUTES N - RE-ENTRY
¥ TO RE-ESTABLISH, N Tee= - .

FIVE
HUNDRED

MILES
WEST OF SEE |F

Ty |
& HAWAILL HAWAL
0 THEY I CAN GET
DID THEY \J#Ns GE
GETr MY IRl B /. /- ME
TRANS- ...’ iy
MISSION? LU
b OAMMIT L ;;.‘
HOW AMUCH "1 ’
OXYGEM ~
LEFT IN
THEIR

‘..l\ ‘.E;‘ ACKS s .

AAaWAll's
PICKED THE
SHUTTLE UP
ON RADAR, ‘B
ey NOT

1% R NECESSARILY,

1\_,

(&
\ Y =) 'T
gAY

—

¢




ALELQUERSUE, DO
= You HAVE RADAR
Do \C?NF/WA 7 /OND
Nl ¥

\ )1 Y= { /—N\

o1C, THIS

15 HOUSTON,

COME IN,
oTC.

ANEGATIVE,
—, AHOUSTON, )
- MNOTHING QN .

\YH!: 3C!ZEEN/

“_} rIJ

HOUSTON,
THIS /5 OFE.
KNOW ANY-

7O EAT N

PLACE GOOD
Al B’JCPEJFEQUE7

WELCOME
HOME, OTC--
YOU'RE
LOOKIM'
REAL




THE SPACE
D’H%TTZE TOUCHED ¢ A\
S pown AT 10:56,
% CENTRAL STANDARD MY e

. TIME - "7 BaVLOAD AFTER
1 . A\ [ TLST THIRTEEMN
, "ORBITS AND

RS CORWARD TO OUR NEXT 1B
is‘.i SHIIT TLE MISSION, AND = -
W 70 Fur7HER succEssFr. T
s EXPLORATIONS OF sPACE
—a . FOR MANKING —

—_—

]

w AND FOR THE i b = | B
FLTLIRE OF ' ?’ ;E-F
ATAMK IO, ~ =X o 5 =
A







I OON'T THINK HE ENER
REALLY KNEW EXACTLY HOW
IT WAS WORKING THROUGH
| HIA. OR IF HE ENER KNEW
B\ THAT HE WAS RESPONSIBLE
IM “_r—'ot? HIS OWN ACTIONS.
II.‘T!:—" x

w7

,‘ R

HE ORDERED
HOSE X-RAYS OF THE
DAMAGED PARTS.

THERE'S AN
[ WVESTIGATION,
YOU KNOW. THEY
HAVEN'T RULEOC OUT
FouUL PLAY.

YOU SAW WHAT I SAWN, sCULLY.
Z THINK HE WAS TRYING TO
WARN HER.

T THINK HE SENT
MICHELLE THO<E y
*-RAYS LIKE HE WAS
TRYING TO REACH
our 17O HER...WITH-
ouT QUIT [
WAH'Y... AS IF HIS OWN
INSTINCTUAL
IMPULSE...

SIMULTANEOUS LY
TRYING TO
KL THEM?

SOMETHING HAD
POSSESSED HIM..,
SOMETHING HE MUST
HAVE SEEN OUT
THERE IN SP4CE. 4

POCTORS WHO Y}
EXAMINED HIM B
SAID HE WAS
EXPERIENCING

i SENERE
\ DEMENT/A.

SCULLY--WE SEND THOSE MEN

UP INTO SPACE TO UNLOCK THE

DOORS OF THE LINIVERSE --

AND DON'T ENEN KNOW WHAT'S
BEHINC THEM.

- S

I THINK IN THE
WHATEVERY END, THAT WAS
IT WAS-- THE ONLY WAY
HE TOOK IT | HE KNEW HOW
WITH HIM. TO S7TOP T, J

AS AN
ASTRONAUT,
THAT WAS

SOMETHING HE

WAS PREPARED

TO DO.




LORD, TAKE THIS
MAN'S SOUL AND
LET IT RISE UP TO
YOUR HEAVENS--
HIGHER THAN HE

\COULD EVER GO /

\Y

a¥ie n 7. N8 aT s

//_._ y Tm’:.‘ -~

/ --FOR COLONEL MARCLS NGl --LEARNING ITS

[ AURELIUS BELT DEVOTEC (Ras MYSTERIES AND
HIS LIFE TO THE EXPLORA- EXPERIENCING IT NOT

\..‘_ TION AND UNDERSTANDING /“l" \ JUST FOR HIMSELF, Bu

OF SPACE-- “ A= \___‘.\ FOR HUMANITY.

@

LET HIM KNOW
THE TRUE NATURE
\ OF THE UNINERSE
THAT HE SOUGHT

TO LEARN....




