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1 A DIGITAL CLOCK 1

reads 3:21 AM. We move off it and drift around a darkened room,
revealing personal objects which tell us we're in:

INT. MULDER'S LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

The whole world is quiet. We come upon Mulder, lying on his

couch, asleep. We move in. looking straicht down on him.
As we creep closer... Mulder's eyes open. Now he's staring past
us into the darkness... up at the ceiling.

MULDER'S PQV

Silently appearing out of nowhere comes... a bright BLUE DoOT.
It's a dot from a blue laser beam, shining on the ceiling.

NEW ANGLE WIDE

stares intently at the dot. He is less surprised by
an thaz we would expect. After severa! bears:

The blue dot becins teo MOVE. It creeps across the ceiling, then
down the far wall... sliding with precision.

Mulder sits up, watching it slide across the floor. It briefly
GROWS, spelling the word "FOLLOW" in neat letters.

It shrinks back to a dot, then disappears under the closed
apartment door, Mulder follows at a deliberate pace. He opens
the door and finds the dot waiting for him on the hallway ficor.

2 INT. APARTMENT RUILDING HALLWAY 2
Dressed only in sweats and a T-shir=, Mulder follows the dot as
it takes him down the empty hall. His footfalls echo strangely.

He steps into the elevator. The doors close, wiping frame.

CUT TO:
3 OMITTED 3

4 EXT. SUBURBAN PARK - NIGHT 4

DARKNESS, OUT OF WHICH travels the blue dot. Mulder appears,
too... we're looking down on him as he follows it across white
lines painted on black asphalt. We realize he's walking into a
more lighted area of an empty PARKING LOT.

Sounds are muted and echoing. Perhaps there's no music, further
disorienting us. We likely realize we're in Mulder's DREAM.
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CONTINUED: ' 4
We adjust to show the dot is headed toward... a lqne CAR, pgrked
under a streetlight. The car is an old, empty white El Camino

with a pickup shell-enclosed bed.

The dot plays across the pickup shell. It morphs into a word
fragment... "MAD HAT"--flashed so quick, it's almost subliminal.

The dot slides back onto the pavement. Mulder sidesteps the car
and exits the parking lot, past a SIGN identifying "Bosher's Run
Park." ©Now Mulder is in...

-..a big open field. There's not another soul in sight. Mulder
pads down a gentle slope, approaching a stand of TREES at the
bottom of the hill.

AT THE STAND OF TREES

The blue dot waits for Mulder to catch up. Once he does, it
enters into the undergrowth. Mulder hesitates, but follows.

EXT. WOODS 5

The laser dot slides silently across a carpet of dead leaves,
illuminating them brilliant blue, as if from underneath.

Mulder follows tentatively, picking his way around trees and
vines--crunching hollowly through the dead leaves. The further
he goes, the more reluctant he is to follow.

MULDER'S POV

shows the bright dot curve around behind a large tree trunk. As
we follow after it, from behind the wide trunk eases into view...

...A blonde LITTLE GIRL, 8. She wears a printed sleeper, lies
serenely atop the leaves, eyes closed. Her arms are crossed.

The blue dot finds her chest, then grows into a valentine-shaped
HEART which hovers over the proper spot. And with that, the
little girl begins to SINK, down into the leaves, OUT OF SIGHT.

SMASH CUT TO:

INT. MULDER'S LIVING ROOM - NIGHET 6
MULDER startles AWAKE with a drowning man's gasp.

He sits himself up off the couch, panting... then lowers his
head in his hands. He glances at the clock: it clicks to 3:22.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 6

Mulder gets ahold of himself. He reaches for a nearby phone
book... scans the "B"s. He finds what he's looking for,

SUPER CLOSE ON A PHONE BOOK ENTRY

Undexr "Virginia--Manassas County Parks" is listed "Bosher's
Run," underlined by Mulder's finger. It exists. Off this:

CuT TO:
EXT. SUBURBAN PARK - NIGHT - THE "BOSHER'S RUN" SIGN 7
is illuminated by the HEADLIGHTS of an unseen car that's pulling

up before it. Adjust WIDER to reveal...

-+ -Mulder climbing out of an n.d. sedan parked aScu:s whera we
saw the El Camino in his dream (thers's no El Camino here now).
Mulder leaves his engine and headlights on.

Mulder looks like he dressed in a nurry. =He glances around,
troubled by the very existence of this place. Ee clicks on a
FLASHLIGET aré heads Ior the Zamiliar scand of trees.

=ZXT. WOODS - NIGHT 8

Mulder navigates the undergrowth by flashlight, his heart
racing--he's scared by this deja vu, but he can't turn back.

MULDER'S PQV

uni iz, we s$z2... NOTHING., There's NO littla o e
MULDER

looks no less troubled. - He kneels down, sweeps aside dead
leaves to reveal a swath of EARTH underneath. Off this swath. ..

IN A LOCKED-DOWN DISSOLVE:

EXT. WOODS - MORNING S

...night turns to day, and the dead leaves disappear. In their
place, a checkerboard grid of twine maps the boundaries of a
FORENSIC EXCAVATION that's underway . PAN TO INCLUDE TWO FBI
TECHS (male and female) who work the site on hands and knees.

Mulder stands by, looking antsy. He's still in his lethes from
last night. EKe points to a particular patch in the grid.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

MULDER
Concentrate over here.

The two Techs glance up at him from their shallow heole. They'zre
patient but wary--they're doubting they'll find anything.

SCULLY (V.0.)
Mulder...

NEW ANGLE TO INCLUDE

SCULLY approaching. Mulder moves to meet her halfway.

SCULLY
What's going on?

MULDER

(digtracted)
I'm 2ot spre I capn exprzalil
: SCULLY

You called for a forensic
excavation... at five a.m. on a
Sunday. What are you looking

for?

Her tone is simply curious, not challenging. Mulder is barely
listening to her. His mind is elsewhere.

——

P N D TS i §
Just... give me a minute...
Scully glancss at 'che iz in the backcround. She looks Muldex

over, sees with concern his dishevelled clothes and tired eyes.

SCULLY
Mulcez...
(soft)
What are you doing out here?

Mulder considers her. She's the only one he'd tell this to.

MULDER )
I... keep having this dream,
Scully. ..

SCULLY
What dream?

MULDER
In it, there's a little blende
girl. o=

(CONTINUED



THE X-FILES "Paper Hearts" 4X08 11/25/96 (Goldenrod) 4A.

9 CONTINUED: (2) 9

He wants to say more--he's just not sure how to put it into
words. Scully stares up at her partner, confused.

SCULLY
" Mulder... you're saying you're
out here because of something
you saw in a dream?

FEMALE TECH
{locking up)
SIR!--

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (3)
Mulder moves fast back to the dig site. Scully follows, slower.
AT THE EXCAVATION

Mulder kneels beside the Techs, eyes rooted on their disgovery.
Scully arrives behind him, sees it too. She looks amazed.

A SMALL HUMAN SKULL

rests face up, partly exhumed. A swatch of FABRIC is by the
neck--an edge of an ancient but familiar SLEEPER. Off this, we:

GO TO MAIN TITLES.
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ACT ONE

EXT. WOODS - MORNING (LATER) - THE SKELETON 10

has been exhumed further--now part of the shoulders are exposed.
LEGEND OVER: BOSHER'S RUN PARK, MANASSAS, VIRGINIA.

MULDER AND SCULLY
stand removed from the Techs, who go about their recovery work.

SCULLY
Tell me about this dream.

Mulder's eyes are on the ground. Ee's disturbed by all of this.

MULDER
I've had it three nights in a
row. Last night, it went long
enough to lead me right to her.

SCULLY
(respectful)
Mulder... we don't even really
know yet if it is a "her."

MULDER
It's an 8 to 10 year-old girl.
Take my word on it, Scully--

Mulder moves back to the excavation, leaving Scully to follow.
AT THE SHALLOW GRAVE

Mulder hunkers over the Techs as they sift dirt into different,
numbered buckets. Impatient, he pulls on an exam glove.

MULDER
I need thé chest exposed.

FEMALE TECH
Yes, sir... it just takes time.

Mulder won't wait. He eases in among the techs and gently pulls
at the dirt covering the skeleton's rib cage.

FEMALE TECH
Sir--

SCULLY
Mulder, if you destroy evidence
we may never learn what happened
here~-

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:
MULDER
I know what happened. She was
strangled... he used an eight-
gauge electrical cord...
(softer)

He took something from her post-
mortem. A trophy... a piece of
fabric cut from her clothes...

Scully settles closer. As Mulcder excavates, moxre obsessed now...

CLOSE ON THE SKELETON'S CHEST
As the ancient polyester SLEEPER is revealed, hanging loosely.

MULDER (O.S.)
A heart-shaped piece...

Mulder's gloved hand gently lifts it into viaw--ravealing thatc,

indeed, a HEART-SHAPED PIECE has been neatly cut from the fabric.

RESUME

The two Techs watch with fascination. Mulder stands, steps up
out of the grave. Scully is at sea over all of this.

SCULLY
Ave vou saying veou got all these
details from a dream?--

MULDER
Not this part--it's from memory.
I know this m.o.

SCULLY
Whose m.o.?~--

" MULDER
John Lee Roche's. He killed
thirteen girls, ages 8 to 10...
(beat)
This makes fourteen.

Mulder pulls his exam glove off, walks away. HEe looks shaken.
Off Scully, watching him go, we:

CUT TO:

INT. MULDER'S OFFICE - DAY - A FILE DRAWER 1l

slides open, and a male hand rifles through the "R"s. The hand
pulls out a fat CASE FILE labeled "ROCHE, JOHN L."

10
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CONTINUED:
WIDE ON ROOM

as Mulder sits beside Scully, opening the case file between
them. He pages through it, his eyes focused on it as he talks.

MULDER
By the summer of 13950, ten
victims had been found, spread
along the Eastern Seaboard. The
earliest dated to 1979. VICAP
named the case "Paper Hearts"
because of the trophies the
killer took.

(turns a page)

All the victims were abducted
from their homes.

Scully scans the page. She turns through more just like it.
CLOSE ON THE CASE FILE

We see pages of VICTIM PHOTOS: YOUNG GIRLS, taken at picnics,
DisneyWorld, etc. The pictures were supplied by parents. They
are all the more poignant by how happy and carefree they are.

RESUME

MULDER
Reggie Purcue brought me onto
the task force. He thought I
could get in the killer's head.

SCULLY
Did you?

Mulder doesn't seem to want to answer the question directly.

MULDER
I helped out. I concluded we
were looking for a salesman...
someone who traveled, someone
who gained people's trust...
(turns page)
Someone ordinary...

CLOSE ON THE CASE FILE

as we see mug shots of JOHN LEE ROCHE (50), front and side.
Indeed, he does look like a plain-vanilla everyman...

RESUME

Scully takes in the mug shots. Mulder continues.
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MULDER

Roche turned out to be a vacuum
cleaner salesman. His job took
him all over the Northeast.
He'd be in someone's home,
demonstrating his vacuum for
them... and all the while he'd
be watching their children.

(beat)
He'd choose a victim, then come
back for her months later--which
was why we almost didn't catch
him.

Scully reads the reports, disturbed.

Mulder gives a

Mulder looks back at the file.

SCULLY
He'd bury them as far as a
thousand miles from where he had
abducted them...

MULDER
He was very careful.

SeLY
But your profile caught him.

little nod.

SCULLY
What about the trophies he took?

-

The cloth hearts?

MULDER

We never found them. We didn't
need them to make our case--we
already had him cold on thirteen
murders. .-He admitted to
thirteen... polygraph said he
was telling the truth...

(beat)
But something always bothered me
about that. I always wanted to
find those hearts and count

them... see if they really only
added up to thirteen...
(softer)

I guess they didn't.

D

13

Scully eyes him with compassion.

(CONTINUED)
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11 CONTINUED: (3) 1

SCULLY

I think I can at least explain
your dream, Mulder...

(off his look)
You never stopped thinking about
this case. You've been working
on it since 1990. I believe you
solved it in your sleep.

(CONTINUED)
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11 CONTINUED: (4)

MULDER
You're thinking I somehow had
this information about a
fourteenth victim in my head,
and I processed it all this time?

SCULLY

It's unusual, but it makes
sense. I've seen studies of
this. They theorize the purpose
of dreams is to help solve or
assuage our waking problems.

(faint smile)
You said it yourself once... a
dream is an answer to a question
we haven't learned how to ask.

Mulder ccnsiders her--she seems so sure. He's dubious, but he
wants to believe her thecry. =e cives a little ncd.

SCULLY
Gocd work.
(standing up)
Now... let's identify this girl
SO0 we can put her to rest.

CUT TO:

SNT. ATTOPSY SAY - DAY - ATZE A STEIL TAasLs 12
~les tha small skeleton. Beside it is spread the empty sleeper.
On the aip of the sleeper is sewn a little, rounded, green
POCKET, and on it is hand-embroidered a yellow "$" sign.

ADJUST TO Mulder gazing at the sleeper, his thoughts distant.

_SCULLY (C.S.)
I believe her name is Addie
Sparks.

NEW ANGLE WIDE

Scully enters the room, dressed in autopsy scrubs, carrying
pPages of print-out. She hands the pages to Mulder.

SCULLY
She went missing from hexr home
in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania’
in June of 1975. I contacted
The Center for Missing and
Exploited Children, ran a search
through their database...

(CONTTNTTRED
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12 CONTINUED: 12
Mulder reads the print-out, shaking his head.

MULDER
1975 is too early.

SCULLY
I think it's a good match,
Mulder. The height is right,
the description of the sleeper
is right. ..

MULDER
(troubled)
If it's true, it would mean
Roche started years before we
thought he did.

Scully nods, also troubled by this thought.

SCULLY
We're-going to need to verify
this, Mulder. Are you up for
that?

Mulder nods, staring once again at the sleeper, and its pocket.

CUT: Lo

=3 Z=XT. SPARKS' HOUSE - DAY ' 13

A rental sedan stops in front of a modest, pleasant home.
Noching about it stands out. Mulder and Scully walk up the lawn
to the frernt door. LEGEND OVER: NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA.

There's an uncomfortable beat as the agents prepare themselves.
With a glance to Mulder, Scully knocks on the door.

After a moment, the front door opens. MR. SPARKS--a man in his
late fifties--stands before them.

SCULLY
Frank Sparks?

MR. SPARKS

(nod)

Can I help you?

SCULLY
Sir, I'm Agent Scully, this is
Agent Mulder..., we'rxre with the

Federal Bureau of Investigation.
May we speak with you?

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:
The man stares at them. He speaks plainly, quietly.

MR. SPARKS
You found Addie?

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. SPARKS' LIVING ROCM - DAY (LATER) - THE GREEN POCKET 14

is in an evidence bag--the little pocket with its embroidered
"S$" is attached to a swatch from the sleeper.

WIDER ON ROOM

Mr. Sparks carefully undces the Ziplock. He holds the pccket in
his fingers for a long time... then gives the smallest of nods.

MR. SPARKS
This was for the tooth fairy.
When Addie was asleep, I'd come
and put a quarter in the pocket.
Her mother sewed it on for her.

Scully sits on the couch beside Mr. Sparks. Mulder stands,
uncomfortable... eyes drifting around the room to hide it.

SCULLY
Where is your wife, sir?

MR. SPARKS
"She passed away last summer...
(looking up)
You're saying the man that did
this is already in prison?

MULDER
Yes, sir.” He won't get out.

That doesn't help Mr. Sparks any, and he takes no apparent joy

from it. He won't cry either, not in front of them. He's a

tough old guy, and his heart was broken years and years ago.
MR . SPARKS

Do you do this full-time,
telling people news like this?

SCULLY
No, sir. Not full-time.

The man nods, thinking.

(CONTINUED)
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14 CONTINUED:

MR. SPARKS
I remember in the Service, they
had an officer whose full-time
job was telling people their
children were missing or dead.

MULDER
Not a good job.

MR. SPARKS
No. That was the kind of thing
they'd draft you for.

(beat) :

These last twenty-one years...
I always thought missing was
worse than dead. Because you
didn't know... what had happened.

Mulder can't seem to look the man in the face. Something is
resonating within rim as the man speaks.

MR. SPARKS
But now that I know... I'm glad
my wife's not here.

His eyes tear despite himself. Scully places a hand on his arm.

Mulder stares elsewhere, extremely uncomfortable... not wanting

to feel this man's emotion himself. We realize he's looking at:

A PHOTOGRAPH

on the mantle. 1It's an old picture of the little girl we saw in

Mulder's dream--Addie Sparks. As we slowly track in on it...

MR. SPARKS (0.S.)
How many more peocple like me do
you have to visit today?

RESUME

Mulder turns to the man, who is pulling himself back together.

MULDER.

L o
e

Sir..?
MR. SPARKS

This man... did he have other
victims you didn't know about?

His tone is not accusing--he just wants to know. Off Mulder:

CUT TO:

14
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EXT. SPARKS' HOUSE - DAY (LATER) 15

We pick up Mulder and Scully as they exit the house, having said
their goodbyes. Behind them, Mr. Sparks closes his front door.

We TRACK AHEAD of the two Agents as they cross the lawn toward
the street. We favor Mulder, who walks just ahead, looking
troubled and distant. As we get inside his head...

MULDER'S WALKING POV
shows the rentzl sedan as they approach it. But suddenly...

MATCH CUT TO:

A FRAGMENT OF MULDER'S DREAM 16

from the night before: we see a silent, shimmering vision of
the blue laser dot leading Mulder to the WHITE EL CAMINO parked
in the lot (NOTE: this is fcctage we've seen before).

EXT. SPARKS' HOUSE - DAY (RESUME ON) 17
Mulder, struck by this memory of his dream.

MULDER
Roche's car...

He pulls the CASE FILE off the sedan's front seat. EKe rifles
threcuch it, seaxching for scmething particular. Scully watches.

MULDER
(finds it; nods)
Roche crovs a white =i O
It was in mv dream, Scul

SCULLY
What are you saying that means?

MULDER
The cloth hearts he collected...
he would have kept them close.
For a traveling salesman, that
means inside his car, right?

SCULLY
Maybe... You're saying the
hearts are still in his car?

MULDER
He doesn't have them in prison.
His cell is searched regularly,
his mail is examined...

[ CONTTNTTEDN
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CONTINUED: 5
Mulder quickly reads through the file--taps at something.

MULDER
His car was sold at auction in
1992. Put beyond his reach...
It's worth a look, Scully.
(more impassioned)
We have to find these hearxts to
count them.

Scully considers this soberly.

SCULLY
I'm sure his car was searched
once already, wasn't it?

MULDER
Not by me.

CUT TO:

“NT. TWO-CAR GARAGE - DAY 18

It's DARK in here. There's only a strip of light from under the
garage door--just enough to see we're looking past a parked car.

LEGEND OVER: EOLLYVILLE, DELAWARE. The garage door rolls up,
blasting us with LIGHT. We see we're looking past the familiar
EL CAMINO. ZIt's teen medifiadé with FLAME DECALS down its sides.

The awed NINETEEN YEAR-OLD OWNER steps into the garage, followed
by Mulder and Scully. He clicks on a hanging light that swings.

OWNER
Here it is...
(off Scully's nod)
I've been, you know, detailing
it. Dropped the bed shell, did
the decals, stuff like that...

Scully tharks him. Mulder just stares, waiting for him to go
away. The kid starts to... then gets a big, stupid grin.

OWNER
Honest-to~-god serial killer
owned my car? For real?

New Scullv and Mulder both stare at the kid. waiting for him to
go away. He departs on this, the happiest day of his life.

Mulder_lookg the car up and down. He opens the driver's door
and climbs in. Scully does the same on the passenger side.

[~ANTTNITED'
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CONTINUED:
INSIDE THE EL CAMINO
Mulder goes to work--single-mindedly feeling the dashboard, the

visors... reaching past Scully to pat down the door panels, the
spaces under the seats. Scully reaches up to feel the ceiling.

Mulder feels the ceiling, too--then he produces a nasty-looking
lockback KNIFE and proceeds to cut the seam of the upholstery.
Scully looks askance at him, but he couldn't care less.

MULDER
I'm helping him detail.

They search a few more beats... top to bottom. No cloth hearts.
Mulder sits for a moment, trying to concentrate.

MULDER
Something about this is wrong...

He focuses everything down to this car. Scully opens her door.

SCULLY
Could it be underneath?

As she steps out to look underneath the car, we stay inside on
Mulder, who works to remember. We SHIMMER to:
A FRAGMENT OF MULDER'S DREAM 184

PREVIQUSLY SEEN FOOTAGE: the blue dot travels down the side of
the El1 Camino's PICKUP SHELL... briefly spells out "MAD HAT."

INT. TWO-CAR GARAGE - DAY (RESUME ON) 18B

Mulder mouthes the phrase, then realizes something. He looks
out the window behind him. There's NO SHELL over the truck bed.

MULDER
The camper shell...

WIDER
as Mulder exits past Scully, who's checking a rear wheel well.

MULDER
The kid said he took off the

camper shell--

CUT TO:

18
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EXT. CAR OWNER'S BACK YARD - DAY (CONTINUOUS) 19

Mulder rounds into the back yard, glancing left and right. He
sees what he's looking for. He jogs to...

...the fiberglass pickup shell, tucked away behind a shed--we
recognize it. Mulder drags it from under its tarp. He flips it
over, spilling off old rain water and pine tags.

Scully approaches as Mulder steps into the upside-cdown shell.
He looks it over, quickly fixes on:

A BIG, ROOF-MOUNTED DOME LIGHT

Mulder's fingers pop it open. Hidden inside is... A CHILDREN'S

BOOK, a tiny, weathered edition of "Alice In Wonderland." A
woodcut on the cover shows Alice at the Mad Hatter's tea party.

MULDER
steps away from the bed shell, staring at the book in his hand.

; MULDER
*Mad Hat"... Mad Hatter...

Scully eases into frame beside him, also staring at the book.
Mulder pages through it, finding...

CLOSE ON THE BOOK

...A SINGLE, CLOTH HEART. A few more pages flip by--then
ANCTHER HEART. This continues as we flip through the story...
cloth hearts are pressed like dried leaves every few pages.

MULDER AND SCULLY
stare as Mulder flips the pages. He quietly counts them out.

MULDER
e Elghti. . . Nine. .. Teh...
Eleven... Twelve... Thirteen...
(beat)

...Fourcesan.
SCULLY
(nodding)
Addie Sparks...
Mulder stares. There are still some pages to go.

CLOSE ON THE BOOK

As Mulder's hand hesitantly turns the pages. ANOTHER CLOTH
HEART COMES INTO VIEW. A few pages later... yet ANOTHER ONE.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 3
MULDER AND SCULLY

stare transfixed. Mulder flips to the end of the book, but
those are the last two. Scully speaks softly, looking at him.

SCULLY
Fifteen and sixteen...

MULDER
He had two more victims.

Off Mulder--heartbroken by this discovery, and frightened by how
he came to it, we...

CUT TO:
CMITTED
EXT. LORTON PRISON - DAY 20A
Stock shcet, t= astablish 2 massive, uslv ¢rav priscrn. LEGEND
CVZR: LORTCMN RIFCRMATCRY, LORTCN, VIRGINZA.
INT. PRISON ENTRANCE WALKWAY - DAY 20B

Mulder and Scully walk down a stark hall. They hand over their
pistols to a PRISON GUARD who checks them in. They move around
a corner and wait as a barred gate unlocks and slides open for
them. Mulder stares straight ahead--his game face is on.

INT. PRISON BASKETBALL COURT - DAY 21

They enter into a barrel-roofed basketball court. Additional
PRISON GUARDS are visible patrolling in the background. We HEAR
the slow dribbling of a BASKETBALL. Mulder and Scully walk
toward. ..

JOHN LEE ROCHE

whom we recognize from his mug photos. Roche is alone in the
empty yard, dribbling a ball in front of a lone BASKET.

ROCHE
Mulder. Long time, no see.
(eyes Scully)
You got a new partner.

Mulder introduces her.

(CONTTNITEN)
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21 CONTINUED:

MULDER
Agent Scully.

(CONTINUED)
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21 CONTINUED: (2) 21
Roche nods to her matter-of-factly. He poises to take a shot.

ROCHE
He shoots, he scores--

BANG--the basketball bounces off the rim. He walks after it.

ROCHE
Oh, well. What's up?

MULDER
We found Addie Sparks, John.

Roche nods at them, bouncing the ball. A beat. He shrugs.

ROCHE
Congratulations, I guess.

Scully gla:es at Roche, sickened and angry. She speaks quietly.

. SCULLY
We also found your cloth hearts.
All sixteen of them.

ROCHE
Huh.

MULDER
Sixteen victims. Why'd you say
there were only thirteen, John?

ROCHE
He shoots, he scores--

BANG--off the rim again. Roche turns back to Mulder, shrugs.

ROCEE
Thirteen sounds like such a
magic number.

Mulder does a good job of staying calm and unruffled.

MULDER
Tell us about the last two
victims. Where can we find them?

SCULLY
You're here for life already.
You've got nothing to lose.

ROCHE
And nothing to gain.

(CONTINUED
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MULDER
You can have one moment of
decency. You can let those two
victims' families put their
daughters to rest.

ROCHE
I understand why you'd take that
very personally, Mulder.

Roche says this mildly, very matter-of-factly... NOT sarcastic.
It's a slightly odd thing to say. Mulder lets it slide.
ROCHE
(tosses him ball)
How about this... sink it in one

shot, and I'll tell you.

Mulder doesn't hesitate. He shoots and SWISH--all net. Mulder
doesn't even look to see it go in. He stares at Roche, waiting.
For the FIRST TIME, Roche cracks a little smile.

- -
P

XCCx:Z

You'd trust a child molester?

Roche walks away, leaving them behind. He heads for the door,
calling back over his shoulder.

ROCHE
You bring in my hearts, give

them back to me? I really will
tell you what you want to know.

Roche raps cn the st2el door--it UNZATCHES from the insiZe.
Confident and serene, Roche exits.

DISSOLVE TO:

SIXTEEN CLOTH HEARTS--NOW TAGGED WITH GIRLS' NAMES 22

A finger arranges them into four rows of four, then separates
the ONLY TWO UNNAMED HEEARTS from the rest. We realize we're in:

INT. MULDER'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Mulder sits alone in his office, staring at the two unnamed
hearts atop his desk. 1It's late--he's been here for hours.

(CONTINUED)

21
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CONTINUED:

He takes off his reading glasses and rubs his red eyes. When he
opens them again, he notices:

THE FAMILIAR, BLUE LASER DOT

on the wall opposite him. It slides down to the floor.

WIDER TO INCLUDE

Muldax fxllowing it with Kis syes. t ezses acrcss the flcor

and exits underneath the closed office door. Mulcder stands and
moves to rest a hand on the doorknob. As he opens the door:

MULDER'S POV 23

We see it opens into... a period LIVING ROOM. We see an old TV--
just an edge of it--broadcasting the WATERGATE HEARINGS.

As we EASE AROUND the doorframe... SAMANTHA MULDER, age 8, comes
into view. She's in her nightgown, lounging on the flocor by the
TV. A STRATEGO GAME is before her. She looks at us impatiently.

SAMANTHA
Fox. It's yocur move.

REVERSE ON MULDER
who we realize is now inside...
INT. MULDER FAMILY LIVING ROOM (1973) - NIGHET

The room is the same as we saw it in "Little Green Men" (2X01).
Mulcder steps out of the kitchen--there's NO office behind kim
arymore. He tentatively joins his sister, shocked to see her.

MULDER
Samantha...

SAMANTHA
Are you gonna mcve Or not?

S;ill in his work clothes and FBI namebadge (no gun), Mulder
sits down across from his sister--silently fascinated by her.
The Watergate hearings drone on. Samantha is bored by them.

SAMANTHA
Do we hafta watch this, Fox?

Mulder glances to the TV, then back at her. Remembering...

MULDER
"The Magician" comes on at nine.

22
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23 CONTINUED: 28

SAMANTHA
Mom and Dad said I could watch
the movie... Buttmunch.

MULDER
(absent; recalling)
They're next door at the
Galbrands'. They left me in
charge...
(looks back to her)
Samantha..?

Suddenly... the LIGHTS GO OUT. Samantha looks around the dark
room curiously. Mulder shakes his head, knowing what comes next.

MULDER
No.

A PAINTING ON THE WALL
of a boy and his dog--the frame RATTLES against the sheetrock.
THE STRATEGO GAME BOARD
shakes on the floor--game pieces rattle and fall over.
SAMANTHA
stands... edges back, frightened. She looks to her brother.
MULDER
rises to his feet, still shaking his head--not accepting this.
MULDER
No. Not again--
(snaps out of it)

Samantha... RUN!--

LIGHT beams through the windows, blinding us. Loud RUMBLING.
We WHIP-PAN to the front door: the knob turns, the door opens...

Mulder backs off, touches his side--NO GUN. He remembers...
turns to the cupboard and reaches for a STEEL BOX atop it--
dashes it to the floor. Out tumbles his father's .38 PISTOL.

MULDER'S FLOOR-LEVEL POV

As Mul@er slides a frantic hand toward the gun.:.'a MAN'S SHOE
steps into frame to come down atop it. At that moment, the loud
SPACESHIP RUMBLING transforms... smoothly becomes the more
mundane rumble of a big, idling CAR ENGINE.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (2)

MULDER

wild-eyed--looks up from the shoe to its owner:

JOHN LEE ROCHE

Be's younger, and dressed for '73--but instantly recognizable.
Eis El Camino idles ocutside the open front door--its headlights
BACKLIGHT him. Roche stares down at Mulder, breaks a smile.

Roche looks left, then exits frame. Off Samantha's SCREAM...

SAMANTHA (0.S.)
FOX! -~

SMASH CUT TO:

INT. MULDER'S OFFICE - NIGHT 24
Mulder JERKS AWAKE in his chair, yanks his head from the wall.

MULDER
Samantha--

Breathless, his heart beating like a jackhammer... Mulder's eyes
scan the desk top. After a long moment, he reaches to touch...

...the TWO UNNAMED CLOTH HEARTS. We notice, if we didn't
before, that they both look a fair bit alike. They both have
small pink designs on white cotton. Either one could pass for
what we just saw Samantha wearing in the DREAM.

As Mulder picks one up, staring at it with cold, growing horror:

END OF ACT ONE



THE X-FILES "pPaper Hearts" 4X08 11/25/96 (Goldenrod) 24.

ACT TWQ

INT. LORTON PRISON VISITATION ROOM - DAY 25

A door 6pens.' Roche enters from an anteroom, led by a GUARD.

ADJUST TO INCLUDE

Mulder, alone and standing by a table, waiting for him. Roche
knows the drill: he takes his seat. He looks relaxed.

ROCHE
Did you bring me my hearts..?

Mulder is mirrored in the two-way glass of an OBSERVATION WINDOW
beside the door. Visibly agitated, he studies Roche closely.

MULDER
vesterday you said something
about me taking it personally.

ROCHE
What?

MULDER
Your victims' families--you said
you understood why I'd take
their feelings very perscnally.
Why did you say that to me?

Roche shrugs and smiles inscrutably at him.

MULDER
Where were you in 19737

ROCHE
Wwhat, the entire year..?

" MULDER
November. The 27th of November.

Roche just stares up at him, relaxed and opague. Mulder leans
closer, hands on the table... more heated, but quiet, afraid.

MULDER
Do you know what I'm getting at?

ROCHE
T would imagine... something
very personal to you.

Mu}der stares down at the man. Prompting him. We start to
think--they BOTH know what Mulder is talking about. Finally:

P AAsATTTUT ATTTE T






